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2012, I was a Detective Chief Superintendent in charge of CID operations for 

Strathclyde Police. 

 

4. I have been referred to the fact that I achieved the rank of Detective Chief 

Superintendent and, during my time at PIRC, I may have been required to 

liaise with and direct police officers of a rank senior to that which I achieved. I 

have been asked if this had an impact on my ability to lead a PIRC 

investigation and provide direction to officers from Police Scotland. Not that 

was brought to my attention, no.  I don’t recall anyone coming and saying 

they point-blank refused to do this that I am asking them to do. In these 

incidents there was a senior police officer who would be involved at the 

outset. The senior investigator from PIRC would be in contact to lay out the 

ground rules, and it then became that senior officer’s responsibility within 

policing to ensure that their staff understood that and assisted as requested.   

 

Role in establishing PIRC 
 

5. I retired from the police in July 2012, around about the time when Scotland 

were moving to the single force. I was contacted and asked if I would be able 

and willing to assist the Scottish Government in finalising an investigative 

team, which would be attached to the existing Police Complaints 

Commissioner for Scotland (PCCS). There was no investigative side to the 

PCCS at that time.  At that time the PCCS reviewed the way that the police 

had dealt with complaints about the police. It was an office-based, paper-

driven role, but no investigation as such.  The complaints aspect remained, 

and bolted onto that was the investigative side and the organisation changed 

its name at that stage to the Police Investigations & Review Commissioner. 
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346. I have been referred to the minutes for a morning briefing on 3 July 2015 

(PIRC-04156, page 77), which, within an update provided by Irene Scullion, 

note: “Crown have advised that the investigation may extend into criminal 

neglect of duty or attempt to pervert.” 

 

347. I have been asked if I recall any discussions about PIRC’s investigation being 

extended in this way. No, I don’t. 

 

Decisions to obtain statements 
 

348. I have been informed that there are various senior officers who had an 

involvement in the investigation and from whom PIRC did not take 

statements, including DCI Keith Hardie, DS Lesley Boal and Inspector 

Stephen Kay, with reliance apparently placed on those officers’ operational 

statements instead. I have been asked how common it is for PIRC to obtain 

further statements from police officers upon receipt of their operational 

statements. Yes, it would happen.  If you read the statement and it didn’t 

cover the areas that you wish to cover the officer would be re-interviewed by 

a PIRC investigator. That was an SI decision, clearly. The senior investigator 

in charge of the investigation, John McSporran. 

 

349. I have been asked if I had any input into the process of checking if further 

statements required to be obtained from relevant witnesses. No.  John 

McSporran was appointed as the senior investigator.  Those decisions at that 

level were his. 

 

350. If there was a particular matter, maybe, for example, around trying to get a 

statement from Amanda Givan, if he thought I could do that through 

Professor Watson, or if there was an area of business that he was unsure of, 
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equitable, not inflammatory, because we certainly werenʼt wanting to get into 

a set of circumstances that appeared to be occurring between the Federation 

and the family with some of the comments in the press. 

 

529. I have been referred to PIRC’s “previous lines up until 11.05.17” (PIRC-

03925), pages 17 – 21, covering the period following the meeting with the 

family on 3 September 2015. Itʼs actually more than I would have 

remembered, but the majority is in answer to something rather than 

proactive. Iʼm quite sure that a number of these releases that we were 

responding to contained some form of criticism or question about why A, B, C 

or D wasnʼt being done. From Mr Anwar on the familyʼs behalf, or just 

generally from media outlets.  I would imagine occasions that the 

Commissioner would have been keen to respond to some of these to try and 

assure the public that we were conducting a thorough investigation. 

 

530. I have been asked if the Commissioner would have been involved in the sign 

off on all of media lines. If she was there, she would be, yes. 

 

531. I have been asked what impact the media coverage had on PIRC’s 

investigation. I donʼt think it did, youʼve just got to on work, if you work in an 

area like this, youʼve just got to accept that on occasions thereʼll be criticism.   

 

Repatriation of Mr Bayoh’s body 
 

532. I have been asked if I was involved in any way in the liaison with the Sierra 

Leone High Commission during the investigation. No. 

 

533. I have been referred to a report in the Scottish Mail on Sunday dated 25 

October 2015, which alleged that the police attempted to repatriate Mr 

Bayoh’s body to Sierra Leone following his death (PS10004). I have also 








































































