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The Sheku Bayoh Public Inquiry 

Witness Statement 

 

Adeyemi Johnson 

 

Taken by  

Via MS Teams 

On 3 November 2022 

 
1. My name is Adeyemi Johnson. My date of birth is  1977. My address 

is . I am self-employed. 

 

Engagement with Police Scotland and delivery of the death message 

 

2. On the 3 May 2015 two plain clothed police officers came to my house. I cannot 

recall the names of the officers. They came to the house, they knocked the 

they asked if they could come in. I let them into the living room and sat down 

while we waited for Kadi to come from upstairs. 

 

3. The first thing they said was that they were sorry to tell us that Mr Bayoh had 

estion 

what happened, and they replied that a member of the public called an 

ambulance, he was lying on the side of the road and the ambulance picked him 
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up. It was on the way to hospital that he had passed away. They said a Family 

Liaison Officer would be contacting us.  

 
4. I asked them a lot of questions at that point. If they had any idea how he died?  

Was it a car accident?  Was he involved in a fight?  Was he attacked?  What 

happened?  They said they don't know; they are looking for two men who they 

believe were involved in his death. The meeting with the officers was brief. They 

just came to deliver a message.  

 
5. I am asked whether the officers gave us any indication that other members of 

s the 

impression that it kind of just happened and we were the first to be told.  

 
6. After the officers left, we were in shock. Kadi was in tears. We had other family 

members staying with us at the time who had visited us. It was a stressful time. 

Everybody was crying and shouting. We picked up the phone to Collette to find 

out what had happened, if she had any idea. I think this would have been after 

3pm. When we spoke to Collette, we just asked her to come to the house.

 
7. She came over and then she explained that she was called, she came to the 

house, and Sheku was not there, and the house was not in order.  So she 

contacted the police.  The police asked her to go down to the station, and she 

told them that she was going to get her mum because the baby was with her 

mum at the time, and she went and got her mum and baby.  She came down 

to the station, and there she was kept in a room for a while and then two 

plainclothes officers came and told her that a person matching the description 

she had given was found by the side of the road by a passer-by as well. It was 

a similar story.  The stories seemed to be similar, but the time difference was a 

problem because she was told that in the morning and we were told in the 

afternoon. I was concerned about the timing but also the stories did not match 

perfectly. As we were discussing we noticed the officers outside the house 

again. We saw them outside the window. I asked Collette if those were the 
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he went back outside, speaking on the phone, and then he came back and he 

down, looked at the other officer that was sitting down. The other officer had 

said he had a nursing background or some medical background, because he 

was talking to Kadi, and Kadi was trying to explain to him what she does, and 

he was saying that he had a medical background too.  I think as a nurse or 

something.  It was at that point they looked in their black book, and they said to 

us that t

They had to make a forceful arrest and it was during that process that he lost 

consciousness, and he died on the way to the hospital. 

 

11. At that time, we all erupted in the house. We were very angry because the 

question was, why did you lie to us?  You knew, and you sat here and lied to 

us.  We tried to ask what the forceful arrest was.  Immediately we asked 

questions that we're asking today.  Was anyone's knee on his neck?  What was 

it?  Was there pressure on the back?  And we were asking all those questions 

regarding a forceful arrest. I think they panicked because everybody was so 

angry, and they said they had to leave, and they left. 

 
12.  I am asked how I felt the officers had dealt with that situation. They came to 

the house knowing they were coming to lie. You look at us in our eyes sitting 

less than six feet away from us, telling us lies. At the time, we were so angry. 

They knew what had happened and yet they were saying they were looking for 

two men and it was a member of the public that called the ambulance.  We 

knew at that point something was really, really wrong because they were trying 

to blame members of the public. I also felt this was a way of their gathering 

information on Sheku and on our family, to find dirt, all of which would be much 

 When they left, that 

was the time I phoned Zahid. 

 
13.  I was angry at the time, so when I spoke to Zahid, it was something like, what 

the hell has happened?  Where were you?  That kind of thing.  He did not seem 
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to have a clue at the time, but he said to me he was in the station and there 

were officers around 

the other side of the phone.  He started arguing with them on the other side.  

They were trying to get him off the phone.  I don't think they knew he had his 

phone on him at that point.  I was not in the station, but I can hear the argument 

on the other side. I think they were trying to get the phone off him. 

 
14. I am asked how long it was until we next spoke with the police. It was long 

enough for people to drive from Edinburgh to Kirkcaldy. I knew Garry was going 

on time, but I think it might have been around 5ish when Garry McEwan came 

to the house.  

 
15. When he arrived, he was accompanied by a female senior officer. In my work 

experience I know the police work in twos for backups and evidence and so on.  

That was why I phoned as many family members because they had started 

hear what the next chapter will be.   

 
16. 

the living room and see how many people were there.  He came, he gave his 

condolences, and he said if we can speak, and then I said yes.  I took him to 

the living room, and, to his horror or shock, he saw the living room packed, and 

private.  This is the family, so you need to explain to everybody.  Reluctantly he 

went in and sat.  Him and his accomplice, the lady that came with him.  I can't 

remember her name, but she was a senior officer as well. They both came and 

they sat down next to the window.  Then I introduced him to everyone, and I 

asked him to explain what he was told. Because of his rank, I said to him clearly 
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and if he's going to throw a punch, he's going to use his power hand.  So, it 

doesn't seem right for him to hold the machete rather than trying to use it to 

defend himself but he's throwing a punch rather than using the machete?  It did 

not make sense at the time.  Those questions were put to him, and he seemed 

not to have answers. He kept saying he needed to clarify certain things. 

 
20. While he was talking people were trying to find things out. The young ones were 

asking us not to listen to the news or not to watch anything on the news. We 

went to his car and then another story came online saying that the police had 

contacted the family, and have spoken to the family, and his name was 

told us not to watch the news because you know you've told them to print 

 

 
21.  I felt that they were trying to get out their own narratives before the family can 

get their narratives out.  At that time the information we were getting from people 

was that he had stabbed a policewoman.  That was the information that was 

 comments about a 

policewoman being stabbed and them being in support of the police actions 

and so on and so forth.   

 
22. We had friends that were working at the hospital at the time and the hospital 

was less than a quarter of a mile or less than half a mile down the road from 

us.  Kadi used to work in the hospital as well, and we had friends that were 

doctors and nurses that work in that hospital.  A lot of phone calls went to the 

hospital to find out what happened, if a policewoman was there with a stab 

wound, and if Sheku was there and what was going on.  We were getting a lot 

of feedback from that point that nobody was stabbed.  The only person that was 
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dead was Sheku. The female officer, she had treatment, came in and she was 

sent out in less than five minutes from A&E. 

 
23. I am asked if I recall when we next had contact with anyone from Police 

remember what time it was, but two PIRC representatives came to the house. 

I am asked whether the names could be Keith Harrower and Alexander 

Maguire. Yes. One of them was tall. He did not want to be there. He was a bit 

were not happy, and we told him that we were not happy with his approach. He 

came in saying they are in charge, and they are responsible for what's 

happening now.  They've taken over everything. The question was about 

of the house, and who's in charge of the house?  What he did not know was we 

had been to the house to see that it was still under the police, and the area that 

 

 
24. I am asked about their response to our questions about the house and the 

difference between the PIRC and Police Scotland. After he gave his arrogant 

told us you're in charge.  You're not, because the police are in charge of the 

house, the police have asked this, the police were in charge of the incident 

said they had only had a discussion with the police now.  They had only just 

been briefed at the station. His main objective was for us to give authorization 

for the post-mortem to go ahead.  That was his main objective.  

 
25.  We saw them all as liars because he lied that they were in charge of everything, 

and it would be proven to him that he was lying.  So, they were all in the same 

boat, as far as we were concerned, that they came to lie as well. Once again,

they appeared more interested in gathering information from us, whilst not



Signature of witne
 

9 
 

providing any real details of what had happened to Sheku. They talked down to 

like the police they were left in shock at the questions we asked and our failure 

to comply with their stereotypes. 

 
26. I am asked whether I had any further visits from Police Scotland or Garry 

McEwan. Yes. Garry was in contact after that. He called checking whether we 

were ok, if we needed any help, if we needed any support. He was frequently 

on the phone. I am asked how his support made me feel. I felt it was personal. 

It was nothing to do with the police. I felt it was personal, but I also felt it was 

an artificial way to protect himself and the police, trying to show he was keeping 

a line open but delivering no answers to the family. 

 
Post-mortem  

 
27. I am asked what the PIRC said about the post-mortem. He said, the tall one, 

that Sheku was at Victoria Hospital, and they want to do a post-mortem. We 

said we would not give the consent for that, and we would not go down to see 

the body, because his mum was in London and the other sister was not in the 

country, she was on holiday, and she was already getting herself ready to 

return.  The rest of the family are in London, and they will be coming up.  We 

will not be doing that.  That information was conveyed to him, and he left 

agreeing that and that what they need to do is to make sure that we inform them 

when the family are up so that they can move ahead and do things quicker.  It 

was made clear that we will not be signing off on this before he went to that 

meeting. 

 
28. I am shown a PIRC statement taken from Keith Harrower1. The statement 

says: - 

 

                                            
1 PIRC 00007 
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told us Sheku was in Victoria Hospital in Kirkcaldy and that is where they 

wanted us to go to identify the body and give them the okay to do the post-

mortem. At that time, we knew nothing about Edinburgh. 

 

30. I am asked about when was the first time I found out about the post-mortem. It 

Harrower on the morning of the 4th May 2015 that the post-mortem would go 

ahead, Aamer had confirmed with the Lord Advocate Frank Mulholland that the 

post-mortem was to be on hold to allow the family to attend but also a 

pathologist that Aamer had instructed too. 

 
31. Aamer was on the phone because he was going to organise for us to go and 

identify the body and he was then told the post-mortem has already taken place. 

I was unable to hear because of the anger and noise in his office at that time 

because it was just a continuation of the catalogue of lies that followed.  I think 

at the time PIRC had told Frank Mulholland that we had given the okay for them 

to go ahead with the post-mortem.  I can recall the family liaison officer or 

somebody from PIRC saying that we had given him the okay for them to go 

 

 
32. Frank Mulholland organised for us to see the body after he found out that the 

post-mortem had gone ahead, and they did it without our acknowledgment.  

When we went to see the body, we could only see the top of the shoulder and 

part of the face.  We were not allowed to go beyond the glass to see or inspect 

the body. What we did see was a massive lump on his head, and the eye had 

a gash.   

 

 

33. I also want to rai

corpse. It was given to us in a very bad state. It was decomposing at the time, 

it smelled, and we could not even open the bag. We believe that they have the 

facility to preserve the corpse, the body.  Why were we given a decomposed 
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body that we cannot even open to see whether we were actually burying the 

right person? We received the corpse to a funeral home in Kirkcaldy a day 

before the funeral, I think. Why was it not preserved?  Was it to prevent us 

taking samples for our own private pathology post-mortem?  The funeral home 

was given instruction not to open it, so we did not even see who we buried. 

That was heart-breaking.  So the whole process is rotten from right at the start.

 
Family Liaison Officers 

 
34. I am asked whether I had any engagement with Police or PIRC Family liaison 

officers. I think there was a Family Liaison Officer from the PIRC because we 

never saw one from the police. The one from the PIRC, if I am right, stopped 

after they lied regarding the body. We were angry at the time and there was 

nothing after that. I am asked whether it is fair to say that we did not want a 

relationship with Family Liaison Officers at that time. I think, to be honest, it was 

just that we saw the Family Liaison Officer, I think, twice: once, when they came 

to ask the night; and the other was when they lied about the post-mortem.  I'm 

not sure whether we had much contact with him, to be honest.  They were 

offering nothing, basically, they were just ticking a box and as soon as we 

started asking questions and refused to be patronised to, they were not 

interested. We were rapidly losing trust so wanted everything to go through our 

lawyer so there was a record, rather than the PIRC officers just lying. 

 
35. I am asked whether I had any further formal interactions with Police Scotland 

aside from my communication with Garry McEwan. No, it was Garry, basically.  

In regards to the funeral, it was mainly through Aamer. Once Aamer was 

involved I gave Garry the phone number for Aamer to speak to him.  It was at 

that point that that communication and things stopped between us and Garry. 

 
36. I am asked whether I or the family ever encountered any obstruction or 

difficulties around the organisation or vigils or rallies. Of course, yes. The police 
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I do recall there was a meeting when we discussed them not giving us 

permission to do a march or a vigil.  

 
37. I am asked whether I have anything I want to add. Yes, I want to understand 

the police allowed to carry out investigations parallel to that of the PIRC? Why 

did it have to take Aamer raising the matter with the Lord Advocate Frank 

Mulholland as a concern of the family before PIRC took full control only a few 

 I also want to know why Garry McEwan said, when 

he came to the house, after 5pm, that they were still looking for the knife when 

it has been presented to the Inquiry that the found it soon after.  

 
Engagement with the PIRC 

 
38. I am asked about my views on the interactions with the PIRC and how they 

handled both the relationsh

approach was that they were looking for evidence to show Shek as the 

perpetrator or as the aggressor or as the villain, and their approach was to ask 

questions that will exonerate the police officers.  The people we dealt with were 

all former police officers and acted arrogantly and talked down to us. It was 

clear where their sympathies lied,  

 

39. At that time, we started campaigns, we did a car wash to raise funds, we did a 

couple of other activities to raise funds, and people from the public were 

approaching us and telling us about what PIRC had said to them.  They were 

told not to be in contact with the family, not to say anything to the family about 

what had happened.  They were asking questions about whether there had 

been tension between the family and Collette's family because we are black 

and Muslim, and Collette is white Scottish.  Their questioning was always about 

Shek's background rather than to look at what happened on the day, what the 

police did to him and in the aftermath, they were not even doing anything to 

take control of the first 24 hours of the investigation. 
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the truth and shut down the family demands for accountability. They had no 

control over an incompetent, lazy and institutionally racist PIRC, they were 

responsible for marking their homework but simply covered up for their failures.   

 
46. We raised concerns about PIRC's approach to witnesses and he was the one 

that said he was going to take precognitions. He was going to do his own 

investigation. He was not going to rely on the PIRC anymore because there 

were so many flaws brought to his attention. Lindsay Miller and one other guy, 

Les Brown I think, were the main people under Frank Mulholland. He would 

give them instructions and he said at the meetings he was not going to depend 

on the PIRC report. That was way before they even produced their report, 

because he had seen a lot of flaws that we were bringing to his attention.  But 

ultimately, we were lied to. 

 
47. There was an issue with an American expert Steven Karch who published 

things in the newspaper, and we brought that to his attention, and he said that 

his report should not be taken into account. He was not happy about that.  The 

Crown Office was going to do a secondary investigation into it that he said will 

speed up, and he was going to call the witnesses that PIRC had interviewed 

back for the Crown Office to interview.  They never did anything of the sort, they 

lied that his report would be dismissed because it lacked credibility, but they 

used it. We were not told what they were relying on as they refused to give us 

the PIRC reports. 

 
48. With Frank Mulholland, things were moving fast.  When he moved away, James 

Wolffe came into place.  Then we saw the other side of the Crown: the nastiness 

of the crown.  I think we had at least two meetings with him, at the first one in 

which he talked about himself and his history and what he's done.  Then we 

asked him some straightforward questions like, had he watched the CCTV?  He 
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him feedback and, once he's up to speed, then he will get back to us, and that 

never happened.   

 
49. Then we realised that the delays in not responding to the things that Frank 

Mulholland was saying that we should get responses to were caused by 

Lindsay Miller and the other guy Les Brown because, once Frank Mulholland

was not there, we spent years and no response at all to our key questions.

 
50. Frank Mulholland engaged with the family. He listened. We saw progress with 

him, unlike with Kate Frame at PIRC. Every time they got caught out, she said 

she would take the blame. How can she take the blame when she is not the 

one doing the action? That was the difference, with Frank Mulholland, he was 

listening. We would go through things point by point, and he would give a 

decision about what to do with those points. When Frank Mulholland left, we 

then had no communication or rather answers to our questions from Lindsay 

and the other guy. The engagement stopped and disclosure stopped. 

 
51.  I am asked how I found out about the decision not to prosecute. It was a 

journalist, I think. They came to our house. Aamer then confronted the Lord 

Advocate about how we found out when the decision was to be told face to face 

in a meeting several days later, through the media rather than the Lord 

Advocate and we had a meeting with the Lord Advocate. He said they would 

carry out an investigation, because it was clear to us that it was their small team 

were the only ones that supposedly knew that there would be no prosecution. I 

think it was the Daily Mail that ran a very detailed and accurate account of what 

were told several days later. 

 
52. At the meeting it was like it started all over again.  It was like the day they told 

us he was dead. The Lord Advocate gave no reasons for his decision. We have 

not had any engagement with him, or very, very limited.  I think twice.  We were 

left with what Frank Mulholland had told us and we 

had left at this position where: health and safety was confirmed an issue; 

corporate homicide, I think it was called something like that, he was looking into 
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that; assault.  It was a list of things that Frank Mulholland had categorised, what 

he said was his, I think it was his crown counsel and said that she made the 

decision, they came to the conclusion, and he is just delivering the information.  

Every point that we raised with him he had no answer for. We were told when 

he was appointed that he was a very clever man, but he just bumbled his way 

through that meeting and smiling at us inappropriately. The meeting was awful, 

even where they conducted it was downstairs in a big board room rather than 

we previously met. He 

sat on the other side of a big table opposite to us. 

 
53. I am asked whether the Lord Advocate apologised for the way we found out or 

offer

see minutes of any meetings with the PIRC or the Lord Advocate.  

 
54. I am asked about our engagement with the Lord Advocate after the decision 

was made not to prosecute. I believe James Wolffe himself will tell you how 

angry the family was. We walked out of the meeting for about 15 mins because 

his decision was based on lies.  When we asked him to look at the facts, he 

was unable to give any answer because he had not looked at any of the 

evidence himself.  He was saying that it was the Crown Counsel who made the 

because I was so angry, I left the meeting. I went out because everything they 

to Review but I remember Aamer asking who would decide, how could the 

Advocate promised us it was independent and robust, but in the end Aamer 

and Dorothy Bain QC gave the crown a 400-page VRR, and the Lord Advocate 

and Crown Office never bothered to consider it. There were so many 

possibilities of different types of prosecutions and not one was considered. The 

process was a farce. 
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Media engagement 

 

63. I am asked about my perception of the media coverage of the incident in the 

days and weeks that followed. The Sun was negative.  They were looking for 

negatives, they along with other papers were either printing lies or material that 

could only come from Federation or the Crown. They were looking to crucify 

Shek in any way shape or form they can, and some other newspapers as well.  

Even the Fife Free Press, at the beginning they were doing similar things, until 

I spoke with them to say, show us the proof of what you are saying.  You were 

that and then you did

There were a couple of things like that. They said he had a machete and things 

derogatory and racist and used to justify his death, no one ever spoke of the 

height and weight of the many officers attacking Shek. 

 
64. 

homes quarantined when he did not die there?  He was not met at his home.  

 

 
65. Why would they write that he was a refugee, he came from a war-torn country?  

came, that was wrong as well.  They were castigating him, going after him as 

the villain, as the person that they should focus on and give a negative report 

on when he did not kill himself.  Nobody talked about what conversation the 

police officers were having a week before, in terms of text messages, 

WhatsApp messages, and Facebook, and things like that.  Some of this, for 

example, related to stories that were being spread that were false smears such 

as saying that Zahid and Shek were fighting over Collette. Why if they wanted 
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were they not then checking the phones of police officers to see what they were 

up to. Nobody talked about Nicole Short, how she was in breach of 

confidentiality and that she was in court for that, and how that case mysteriously 

disappeared now that Shek had died.  Nobody talked about the then head of 

the police visiting Nicole Short and what was said.  For her to cooperate will be 

the reward.  Nobody in the Crown or the PIRC questioned about her going to 

the hospital, coming out, and them faking it so many times.   

 

66. We come home; we have to mentally process that as a family.  We have to 

process every single word that is said. Taking into account that we have been 

lied to from the outset, everything they are saying now we cannot believe or 

 

an ongoing battle.  We are not looking for a fight with the media because we 

 

 
67. I want to know about the MSP David Torrance.  David Torrance, the MSP David 

Torrance, what his role is and all his communication with the Police Scotland, 

PIRC, and the Crown Office. The concern we have is he was one of the MSPs 

that made the statement soon after the incident, before the family was even told 

about the incident.  He continued to publicly to say that he is all for the police 

and what had happened. He comes to the family to speak privately and even 

though he was told by the family to put out an apology he refused to do so. 

Claire Baker the other MSP she did publicly apologise and said that she gave 

her statement on the basis of what she was told. My point is that he was given 

this information by the police and then gave a false narrative to the media which 

continues to date. 

 

Impact on the family 

 

68. Every day is a battle, a mental battle.  We have to try to stay strong, mentally.  

It is affecting us as adults, affecting our children, affecting their schooling, 
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the real victims are.  These young people are still in their teens, late teens some of 

them,  

are going to carry this throughout the rest of their lives. 

 

73. I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that this 

statement may form part of the evidence before the Inquiry and be  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




