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The Sheku Bayoh Public Inquiry 

Witness Statement 

PC Rhuaridh Fraser 

Taken by  by MS Teams 
on 3 April 2023 

Witness details 

1. My full name is Rhuaridh  Fraser. I was born in 1973. My contact

details are known to the Inquiry.

2. I joined the police in 2009. On 3 May 2015 I was a Police Constable stationed

at Levenmouth Police Station. I was a response officer. I attended calls as

and when required and doing as directed. I was on the diary card for pre-

arranged diary appointments.

3. I’m still in that role. I’m now based in the . I have a wider list of

duties because there’s less officers here . I’m still in response.

Previous statement 

4. I have read my previous statement (PS17782). I have no recollection of

creating this. I wrote this statement myself on 20 August 2015. As with all my

statements I wrote a true and accurate account to the best of my recollection

at the time. My memory was better when I wrote this statement than it is now.

 
 
 





Signature of witness……  

3 
 

12. This statement is more likely to be accurate than my memory seeing as it 

was prepared nearer the time. My Sergeant wouldn’t prepare this for me. It 

reads that it was verified as my own statement, but I can’t remember the 

mechanics of it if it would be a box to tick or something like that.  

 
13. I have been referred to my statement where I have written: “I cannot identify 

the accused.” It’s fairly standard to write that. I didn’t have any involvement 

with accused people. It’s standard to put it in the statement that if there is an 

accused and I don’t know who they are. I didn’t have anything to do with 

anyone arrested, charged, interviewed or anything relating to this enquiry.  

 
14. I spoke to my Inspector about this statement since my first meeting with the 

Inquiry. He told me it would’ve been a HOLMES enquiry and a request for a 

statement would’ve been set up for three months or so down the line. That 

will be why I’ve prepared the statement at that point after the event.  

 

Notebook 
 

15. I have read my notebook (PS04704). That is my handwriting and these are 

my notes. I don’t remember making the notes. They were made on the day. 

They are accurate to the best of my recollection.  

 

16. I have been referred to my notebook where I have written: “  Diary 

PC707 Ward”.  is the call sign for the diary card. I would’ve been 

teamed up with Mike Ward PC707. I wrote “Duty PS” I’m assuming because 

when I started there wasn’t a Sergeant and it possibly didn’t become clear 

who was going to be on that day. There’s no name next to it.  

 
17. I have been referred to an entry in my notebook where I wrote the following: 

“1530 Resume locus protection at…. With PC Adams. Initial locus PIO was 

with PC328 J. Aitken.”  
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18. If my instruction at the outset was to start locus protection that’s what I’d put 

down. If my instruction at the outset had been to assist CID then there 

would’ve been more in my book.  

 
19. I have been asked why “PIO” is written. I can only assume that was meant to 

be locus protection but written on the hoof and I’ve tried to shorten it for my 

own notes. I meant “protection” abbreviated poorly as “PIO”.  

 

Media 
 

20. I can’t remember if I was aware at the time that the locus protection was 

connected to Sheku Bayoh. I don’t think so. I’m aware of it in the media but 

haven’t been following it.  

 

21. I’ve not been following the Inquiry in the media. On the rare occasion where I 

scroll the news a headline may come up but I don’t make a point of following 

the Inquiry.  

 
Training 

  

22. I have been asked what training I have had in relation to locus protection. I 

couldn’t say specifically. I don’t know if it was covered at the college when it 

started. More likely it would’ve been on the job. I would be learning from the 

Sergeant and other constables. I’d be directed at the time and thereafter you 

don’t need it.  

 

23. I have been asked what training I have had that relates to race and diversity 

considerations. I know for sure we got training when I joined the police at the 

college. I couldn’t say categorically what training occurred thereafter. It would 

involve remote online learning after that. I can’t remember anything specific.  
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3 May 2015 
 

24. “1330” in my notebook would be when I was asked to go to the locus. I 

struggle to remember what happened and what may have happened. About 

the day in general I have no recollection. Just by getting the address from the 

copy of my notebook I was able to try and produce some sort of memory.  

 

25. I don’t recall being told to go there. I don’t recall the circumstances. I can only 

take my notebook and statement that I produced after the incident as what 

happened. I remember the house was on a corner and that the door was on 

the side of the building onto the road. 

 
26. I can’t remember what CID were doing at the time. I don’t recall any other 

involvement as regards locus protection and where I was. Nothing happened 

that made me have a memory trigger for that incident. I assume I went in and 

these women were there and I don’t remember anything happening except 

myself returning to the locus and CID being there – but that’s not correct 

according to my statement.  

 
27. I can’t remember who told me to attend and if they told me anything about the 

incident. I assume it was the Sergeant or CID.  

 
28. I don’t remember being told anything about the locus that we were attending. 

If it was a warrant being executed or something like that I would make a note 

in my notebook. I would think I would put a reason in the notebook why I was 

in locus protection. For example, I was involved in the , 

I would put the  in for each shift that day. I can only assume 

there’s nothing there that I wasn’t fully aware of what the circumstances of 

locus protection were. 

 
29. I’ve not made any notes about them. That tells me that I had basically nothing 

to do with who was inside. I mean it didn’t register to me as an interaction 

that required any note to be taken. It was an insignificant interaction in my 





Signature of witness………

7 
 

or a person who could communicate with them. More than likely an 

interpreter. I would seek to try and ascertain what language they would be 

most comfortable using.  

 
35. I can’t remember what happened after that, whether there was an interpreter 

requested or not.  

 
36. I have been asked if this normal practice has come from my training or from 

on the job training. I would guess it would be on the job training that would tell 

me. There were regular updates on what interpreters the police should use. 

Custodies need interpreters. It would on the job updates on who to use and 

interaction with people through the job. You did require the services of an 

interpreter from time to time. I can’t confirm if that was in training or 

knowledge built up on the job.  

 
37. I’ve done this in the past in other situations. For locus protection, specifically, 

I’ve not instructed an interpreter before. I’ve arranged an interpreter for other 

situations. I’ve come across others and required to speak to them I’ve 

requested an interpreter or a colleague who could speak the language.  

 
38. For example if you’ve got a requirement to interview somebody and English 

isn’t their first language although they have an understanding of it, an 

assistance of an interpreter or an interview with an interpreter on the phone is 

required. If people request an interpreter then I get them one.  

 
39. Similarly, if I’m not comfortable and that their understanding of English is 

appropriate then I would get one as well.  

 
40. Quite often another family member may be able to assist so that might’ve 

been what happened.  
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Locus protection 
 

41. Locus protection is ensuring nothing within a designated area is removed, 

accessed or disturbed in any way shape or form.  

 

42. I don’t know who was in charge of the address. I was advised by the duty Sgt 

to go, they were my line manager so I was doing what I was directed. If there 

was a Crime Scene Manager and I attend, then the CSM would at that time 

be my line manager to do with the scene.  

 
43. I don’t remember the legal basis for securing the property. I’m not sure if 

there was a warrant. Quite often if there’s a warrant then there’s a briefing 

beforehand and we sign in our books that there’s a warrant.  

 
44. If there’s no warrant then we can’t secure the house. If there’s an empty 

property then I can only surmise that at some point there’s been some 

interaction at the property and it was to be guarded.  

 
45. To secure a locus, you could secure it if there’s a fire or an incident occurred 

whereby evidence needed preserved. You wouldn’t necessarily have a 

warrant to secure a locus.  

 
46. I don’t remember anyone at the address asking if we had a warrant. I don’t 

know what details I might’ve managed to get if English wasn’t their first 

language but I’ve no knowledge of a warrant or whatever.  

 
47. I have been asked if I remember the word “contempt” being used by any 

police officers. I don’t remember that. 

 
48. I have been asked what we would do if the occupiers refused to leave. I 

would inform my line manager looking for direction. I would speak with 

occupants with the intention of gaining a mutually agreed resolution but 

ultimately it would be my line manager I’d be looking to speak to. I don’t think 
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56. I have been asked if I remember any phones being seized from the property. 

I have no memory of that.  

 

57. I have been asked if any cultural, religious or language concerns were raised 

by the occupants at the time I was at the address. Yes, language was raised, 

but nothing cultural or religious. Going by my statement I must’ve been aware 

of the language issue. I was not aware of the females being uncomfortable 

speaking to males. I’m aware of that being an issue for people of some 

religions or cultural heritage. I take this into account. I would’ve been 

concerned about ramifications for them of uniformed police coming to the 

door and not knowing how much of a grasp of English they have. I would 

communicate with them.  

 
58. It’s part of the same parcel: beliefs, religion and language. It didn’t concern 

me that I was the one speaking to the women. I wouldn’t have an issue 

speaking to them. I was there to secure the locus so that’s what I would’ve 

been doing and trying to explain, unless it was pointed out to me that they’re 

not happy speaking to me and why. That request, I would more than likely be 

escalated to my superiors. I would assume that they would be signalling that 

they couldn’t understand what I was saying.  

 

59. I don’t remember if they were able to tell me anything. I don’t remember 

speaking directly to anybody. My statement says I took details and put them 

in the crime scene log. If I managed that then they were able to speak to me. 

I have no memory of it at all.  

 
60. I have been asked if I recall any of the occupants having had recent surgery 

and if that would have been a factor in dealing with the occupants. I don’t 

remember. It certainly would’ve been allowed for. It’s like if somebody had an 

injury then you make allowances. It would’ve been taken into account and 

allowances made. Their mobility would be impaired, functions impaired, 

whatever they said they needed, assistance required, that would be 
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facilitated straight away. They would have to leave, but if they couldn’t leave 

because of injuries or post-surgery then we’d have to work round that. The 

investigation would take that into account when deciding what to do with the 

property. That would be a decision for whoever is in charge.  

 
61. I have been asked if we made any telephone calls to senior officers in the 

course of our interactions with the occupants. I don’t remember.  

 
62. I don’t remember the occupants leaving. I don’t remember anyone asking to 

use the bathroom.  

 
63. I have been asked if I remember any civilians entering the property after it 

was secured. I don’t remember.  

 
64. I have been asked if anything gave me the impression the occupants were 

intimidated by me and the other officers. I don’t recall.  

 

65. I don’t remember leaving the locus. I don’t know if or when the occupants 

were back.  

 
66. I have been asked if I am aware of a complaint being made by the occupants. 

I have no idea.  

 
67. I have been asked if any senior officer spoke to me about the locus protection 

on a later date. I don’t remember, I don’t think anybody spoke to me about 

what happened. The Police Scotland request for my notebook was in 2021.  

 

Search of the property 
 

68. I have been asked if I recall any searches of the person of any of the 

occupants, if I wore blue gloves and if I remember any searches any of the 

occupants’ bags. I don’t remember. No memory of searching any bags.  
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69. I have been asked if I remember any searches of any of the occupants’ cars. 

I don’t remember a car at all.  

 

70. From my notebook I left the property at 1800.  

 

Scene entry log  
 

71. I have been shown the Scene Entry Log for the Saeed home address 

(PS18504).  

 
72. That’s my handwriting on the front page. I put the time and date on there. I 

would normally fill in the incident. I think I didn’t know what the incident was 

relating to so I didn’t complete it.  

  

73. I have been shown the Scene Entry Log (PS18504) at page 9. “1330” might 

be when I was at the address. My notebook is saying I was starting locus 

protection 1330. If there was a briefing beforehand I would’ve expected it to 

be in my notebook. I’m not wearing protective clothing because I’m not going 

in the locus.  

 
74. I don’t think any of the rest of the handwriting is mine. It’s normal for people 

to put in their own entries to the log. I would hand it to them to fill in.  

 
75. I have been asked what “SECURE LOCUS/ LOCUS PROTECT” means as a 

reason for entry on page 9. I would take that to mean securing the locus. By 

protecting it I would be securing it. 1330 is when I started locus protection.  I 

was securing it so nobody could get in. I would have no reason to go in the 

property. Securing and protecting pretty much means the same thing.  

 
76. It’s a quick response of 10 minutes for the DCs to come to the locus. It might 

be that they were on their way. It seems a short period of time for me to call 

them after attending and meeting the occupants.  
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I have been referred to the protective clothing marked “Y” for me on page 10. I 

wouldn’t say I did wear it. Maybe it was just a bit quick of me to fill it in. I would 

be very surprised if I put all that on for locus protection. It’s a bit slap dash 

line, written by me while standing up. I don’t remember if I put them on but I 

don’t see why I would be. I don’t need to go into the property itself so don’t 

need protective clothing.  

 
77. “1710” on page 10 would be when I stopped. I think the crime scene log will 

be accurate. According to my notebook it just says 1800 hours that I was off 

duty. That was probably back at Levenmouth but I left the locus at 1710.  

 
78. I have been asked if a senior officer would check the Scene Entry Log and 

sign off on it. I’m not aware in my service of a supervisor requesting to check 

any of the logs or asking to look at the log. Whoever is carrying on with the 

enquiry would take it on and lodge it. It would be left with a Duty Sergeant to 

then be lodged as a production.  

 

79. I have been referred the Scene Entry Log (PS18504) at page 14 under 

“Scene Closure” where reference is made to the signatures of the Crime 

Scene Manager and the Senior Investigating Officer. I’m not aware of what 

happened to the Scene Entry Log after I left the locus.  

 
80. I had no further involvement in this enquiry after the locus protection.  

 

Airwave Transmissions  
 

81. I have heard an Airwave transmission made by me on the morning of 3 May 

2015 (PS08296). The following is said on the radio:-  

 

PC Fraser: “431 from 43 Bravo…  here is currently occupied. 

There is a female and her son, her brother and her mother. All here at this 

time… details in as to who’s within and pass them back, over.” 

 

Saeed home address
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respectfully. I say, deal with people the same way you would like to be dealt 

with yourself.  

 

91. I haven’t heard or told any racist jokes among police officers. I’m not aware of 

any racist views held by police officers. I am not aware of any racial 

discrimination by any police officers. 

 

92. I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that 

this statement may form part of the evidence before the Inquiry and be 

published on the Inquiry’s website. 
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