
 
My name is Alan Paton, now retired officer of the Police Service of Scotland. I am 48 
years of age born on the  1973 and my address is care of KM Law, 18 
London Road, Glasgow. 
 
I have been asked to answer several questions annexed to a Rule 8 notice. For ease 
of reference I have answered questions corresponding to the number attributed to 
them. 
 
My operational statement I made on the 4th June 2015 is at all times my best 
recollection of the events of the 3rd May 2015. Anything thereafter is from a memory 
that may be corrupted following an elapsed period of seven years. 
 
From the outset I state categorically that Mr Bayoh’s race or perceived race played 
no part in my decision making or actions that day.  
 
I reserve the right to rely on the privilege against self-incrimination should any issue 
arise at a future date that has not already been addressed. 
 
I refute any suggestion from any source that I have a prejudice against people that 
are not white. Any suggestion to the contrary is from people that have an ulterior 
motive. I have supplied names of people that I worked for as a teenager, friends I 
grew up with, fellow officers I served with, medical professionals all who are from 
ethnic minorities to my solicitor. I understand the Inquiry does not want to know the 
names of any of them or wish copies of their statements.  
 
 
 
 
 

1. I was on uniform mobile patrol with my partner. Whilst in Nicol Street I 
overheard transmitted messages of a male with a knife in Hendry Road. Being 
the only crewed mobile unit out at that time we took the call and made our 
way there.  

 
2. I was in a marked police transit van. 

 
3. I cannot recall given the passage of time. 

 
4. I do not recall any particulars of the airwave transmission mentioned. 

 
5. While I cannot recall any risk assessment I undertook I will have done one, 

this evidenced by me exiting the marked police vehicle when I attended 
Hayfield Road. 
 

6. I cannot recall what risk factors I considered upon my arrival although at the 
time I would have quickly considered them as I would have considered the 
risk to myself, the public and other officers. His race or perceived race played 
no part in any decision I made.  
 



7. I completed numerous training courses throughout my career. I cannot recall 
any specific ones entitled Risk Assessment, but I will have received training in 
how to assess a situation. 
 

8. I cannot recall due to the passage of time of my conversation with PC Walker. 
 

9. Again, I cannot recall what I was feeling. I can imagine what I was thinking but 
this may not be accurate of what I was thinking on May 2015. 
 

10. None 
 

11. I exited the marked police vehicle when it stopped. 
 

12. I would refer you to my operational statement. I cannot recall what Pc Walker 
did other than he exited the police vehicle. 
 

13. Due to the passage of time I cannot recall but would refer you to my 
operational statement. 
 

14. There may have been officer training courses albeit a lot of training is done on 
the job. 
 

15.  Nearly all individuals I dealt with as a response officer had an issue of either 
alcohol, drug dependency or mental health problems. There are specific 
examples contained in my PDRs. I have attached copies of the ones I have to 
my statement. 
 

16.  Whilst my statement takes precedent, I can only recall Mr Bayoh appeared to 
be on a mission. By that I mean he was walking with purpose. 
 

17. I have undertaken training throughout my career and have been tasked on 
numerous occasions to deal with incidents involving people armed with knives 
and offensive weapons.  
 

18. From memory there is an example contained in my PDRs, attached. 
 

19. I would refer to my answers to questions 17 and 18. I have dealt with 
numerous situations where I have had to respond to incidents involving 
people alleged to have been carrying a knife throughout my 14 year career. I 
cannot recollect any specific examples however. 
 

20. Yes 
 

21. From memory I issued him instructions which were ignored.  
 

22. No given the circumstances. 
 

23. Yes 
 



24. I used my force radio when my instructions were ignored by depressing the 
red emergency button. I also used my Police Issue CS spray. I deployed the 
CS Spray. I believe my use of my equipment was in keeping with the training I 
received given the unique circumstances I faced that day. 
 

25. No. It would have made no difference to the way I acted that day had Mr 
Bayoh been white. 
 

26. Regarding the Incident with PC Short I was not involved.  I cannot recall when 
Police Constables Tomlinson and Short attended.  
 

27. I do not know when they attended so cannot comment what I was doing at 
that time. 
 

28. I believe at that time I was incapacitated. I have no knowledge of any incident. 
 

29. I cannot comment I do not know the actions of PC Tomlinson. 
 

30. I was incapacitated at the time. 
 

31. When I had the ability to, I assisted PC Short to a police vehicle. I cannot 
recall any other officers assisting her. 
 

32. I have no comment. 
 

33. When I became involved in Mr Bayoh’s restraint he was already on the 
ground with other officers.  As per my statement I attempted to restrain his left 
bicep by using a police issue baton.  
 

34. At no point did I see Mr Bayoh prone. I do not recall how long for or if his 
position changed prior to my involvement with him. 
 

35. My position never changed throughout my involvement in Mr Bayoh’s 
restraint. 
 

36. My best recollection is my operational statement made on the 4th June 2015. I 
cannot comment why others may have Mr Bayoh in a different position. 
 

37. As per my statement I used a police issue baton on his left bicep. It is only 
with reference to my statement do I recall that I used a police issue baton on 
his left bicep. “I was holding both ends of the baton and I was in a push up 
position with my whole body weight with the pressure on the baton over the 
boy’s bicep but he was still struggling. I know that this is not a trained method 
of restraint but in the circumstances I was trying to bring him under control to 
assist with keeping in control and for handcuffs to be put on him.” 
 

38.  Please see answer to question 37. 
 

39.  I cannot recall. 
 



40. From memory he was violently resisting. He was not saying anything. 
 

41. I cannot recall what, if anything, I said during Mr Bayoh’s restraint. 
 

42. No 
 

43. By reference to my statement I can only recall PC Walker. 
 

44. I cannot recall specifically what PC Walker was doing however I recall him 
being opposite me but to my left on the other side of Mr Bayoh lying across 
him. 
 

45. I have no comment it was a fast moving dynamic situation. 
 

46. I will have received training regarding restraint and use of force but can no 
longer recall exactly what these were given the passage of time. I can state 
though that anything I did in my restraint was in my opinion proportionate to 
the circumstances I faced.  

 
47. As per my answer to question 37 

 
48. I have no comment. 

 
49. As per my statement I was informed he was unconscious. He was lying face 

up on the ground. When I became aware that Mr Bayoh was unconscious, I 
stopped restraining him 
 

50. From my statement I was convinced he was breathing. I believe I saw the rise 
and fall of his chest. I also believe this was in keeping with my training. 
 

51. I do not know. 
 

52. Yes, as per my statement. I recall I administered chest compressions after 
failing to get the mouth valve in for PC Smith. My full actions are detailed in 
my statement.  
 

53. I have no comment but was comforted by PC Smith being there. 
 

54. Yes 
 

55. I was trying to assist in saving his life. 
 

56. He was unconscious. 
 

57. I do not know who called the ambulance 
 

58. No 
 

59. After giving the attending paramedics an update of the situation I returned to 
my van. I have no knowledge of what they did thereafter. 



 
60. Whilst I cannot immediately identify myself in the photograph by a process of 

elimination I can confirm it appears to be me as identified. 
 

 
61. From memory no. 

 
62. In the marked police van with Pc Walker. We must have spoken about what 

had just happened although I cannot recall what was exactly discussed. 
 

63. As described in my statement. I do not recall the specifics of my conversation 
with PC Barratt. 
 

64. Ultimately, I was directed by someone to the canteen. I cannot recall who was 
there at that time, although every officer eventually attended there. 
 

65. I cannot remember. 
 

66. I believe other than to hand over my uniform I was there for the rest of the day 
until I was instructed to go home. 
 

67. I cannot recall. 
 

68. We must have discussed it in general terms but I cannot recall. I was by that 
time was in shock. 
 

69. I do not remember  
 

70. No 
 

71. Not that I recall. I did not speak about it. 
 

72. I do not know 
 

73. No 
 

74. No 
 

75. I was wearing my police issue uniform. I cannot recall if I was wearing a high 
visibility jacket or not. 

 
76. My uniform and equipment were seized by other officers. I was asked to 
deposit them into a brown bag. I cannot recall the name of the officer(s), their 
rank or department. 
 
77.I believe all issued equipment was seized from me save my baton.  
 
78. I cannot recall. 
 
79. I believe that all other officers had their uniforms and equipment seized. 



 
80. I thought I was a witness. 
 
81. Not that I recall. 
 
82. I cannot recall 
 
83.I cannot recall any specific conversations with any senior officers or Scottish 
Police Federation representatives. 
 
84. No 
 
85.  I cannot recall but would refer you to my statement given in June 2015. 
 
86. When I trained to be a police officer I would have been given advice on how 
to make use of my police issue notebook, I can no longer recall exactly what the 
guidance was. 
 
87. I was in shock when I was in the canteen and cannot recall if I was aware that 
I had not completed the paperwork. 
 
88. While I can no longer recall my obligations to complete paperwork, I do 
remember that being in the canteen I had no opportunity to do so and was 
eventually told to go home. 
 
89. I have no recollection of any discussion about the completion of paperwork. I 
don’t believe I would have given any advice to any other officer. I sat by myself 
for most of the day as I wanted to be left alone. 
 
90. Unfortunately I cannot recall if I was spoken to or given advice by PC Given. 
 
91. I cannot recall. I remember someone told me to call my family, possibly PC 
Given, I don’t think I did however. I was eventually told to go home, albeit I do not 
recall who told me. I was signed off ill thereafter. 
 
92. Yes 
 
93. I cannot recall if my height and weight measurements were taken or if I 
provided them to the examiner. 
 
94. I cannot recall if I was 17 stones on the 3 May 2015 but have no reason to 
dispute the forensic examination report. At that time I had been a police officer for 
14 years and was 6’4” in height. 
 
95. I cannot recall 
 
96. No 
 
97. No  

 



In so far as questions 6,10,13,25,42,73,74 and 84 relate to me I can advise that 
categorically Mr Bayoh’s race or perceived race played no part in any of my decision 
making process or actions on the 3rd May 2015. 

 
 

I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that this 
statement may form part of the evidence before the Inquiry and be published on the 
Inquiry’s website. 
 
Signed electronically by Alan Paton on the 5th May 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 




