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I have been a paramedic for 13 years. The incident I’m here to talk about 

happened on the 3rd of May 2015. I was day shift that day, on from 7am until 

7pm and working with Alan Finlayson. I have been partnered with Alan for 4-

5 years and I usually work with him unless he is on holiday. 

 

In the course of speaking to you today I am referring to notes which is the E-

Pacer ambulance printout which I gave to PIRC and you guys can get a hold 

of this through the usual process. This is populated by control and also by 

ourselves when we fill out what happened. 

 

We got the call at 0724 hours and that call said that we were to attend at 

Victoria Road, Kirkcaldy as a male police officer had been assaulted and had 

a head and facial injury. It was confusing on the way down as the information 

all changed.  



At 0725 there was an update and police advised that the assailant had a knife 

and it was unknown where the assailant was, that police were in attendance. 

En route the address changed to Seafield Road. We were getting details from 

Ambulance Service control who were getting the details from the police and 

the code changed to a “04” which is an assault. 

We were then advised by control that the address changed again to Hayfield 

Road and that the patient was lying in the middle of the road.  

During the journey to the incident, Alan was driving. Then we were told that 

it was at the junction of Hendry Road and Hayfield Road and we were told by 

control that the patient was in cardiac arrest. 

At 0733 we arrived at the scene. When we arrived we drove down Whitefield 

Road, along Hayfield Road past the hospital then past Hayfield cemetery and 

we arrived at the junction to Hendry Road. 

As we approached I saw two plain clothes officers heading towards the 

entrance to the road that takes you to the industrial estate as if to close it 

off. I saw police vehicles and police officers. 

I saw a police van and I saw a female police officer getting into it. At the time 

we arrived we thought that it was a police officer that we were going to be 

treating, we had thought that all the way there because that was the 

information we had been given. I had thought he might have been stabbed 

and then went into cardiac arrest. It wasn’t until after we arrived that we 

realised the patient was the man that had been arrested. 

When we arrived they were doing CPR. The police officers were giving Sheku 

Bayoh CPR. He was handcuffed and there was leg restraints on him. He was a 

black man who looked like he was fit and muscly. I think he was wearing a T-

Shirt and trousers and he appeared unresponsive and in cardiac arrest. 



I started to bag and mask him and do CPR and at that point is started to rain 

so rather than get the defibrillator on him there, Alan got the trolley and we 

put him in the back of the ambulance.  

 

I had checked for a pulse when he was lying on the ground and I couldn’t feel 

one but once we got him in the back of the ambulance and the pads on him 

we got a sinus rhythm so I then checked his pulse again. When you are 

checking a pulse you don’t always feel it unless it’s quite strong and when I 

was outside it was just a quick check but when we got a sinus rhythm in the 

back of the ambulance, I took longer and then I found a pulse. So he was 

actually in respirator arrest rather than cardiac. 

 

A plain clothes police officer got in the back of the ambulance with us and 

another police officer drove the ambulance which sometimes happens. I can’t 

remember if the officer driving the ambulance was in uniform or plain 

clothes. 

 

Once we got to the hospital the plain clothes officer told us that he had 

possibly been struck on the head with a baton. The plain clothes officer didn’t 

seem to know very much about what had happened and was updating us as 

he was finding out. We were definitely at the hospital when he told us that. 

 

I have been read a part of my statement that reads “When I was in the back 

of the ambulance I could hear a lot of messages being passed on the radio, 

and the officer who travelled with us in the back told me that the male 

patient had brandished a knife at the police, he had to be restrained and that 

he had possibly been struck on the head with a baton”. I don’t remember a 

knife being mentioned other than when we were on the way there and I don’t 

remember the officer telling us that but he must have if it’s in my statement. 

I definitely remember that we were at the hospital though when he told us 

about the baton because we were handing him over into a bed and I passed 

that information on in the handover.  

 

When I first saw Sheku Bayoh he had handcuffs on and he was handcuffed to 

the front and I was aware that his legs were restrained but I can’t remember 



where or how. The restraints could have been removed while we were there 

but, to be honest, we were so close to the hospital we were preoccupied with 

getting him there. On a longer journey we would do more stuff and start 

some of the treatment and I remember it was the doctor who asked for the 

restraints to be removed after we got to the hospital. The restraints didn’t 

hamper us in any way. 

 

I was not made aware that CS had been used. I would have remembered 

that because there’s a risk that it could contaminate you as well. 

 

We use different ambulances all the time but on that day we were in 

Glenrothes 3210 and the ambulance had a radio but we also had individual 

radios. 

 

I don’t remember hearing any discussion between the police officers about 

what happened before we arrived there and I don’t remember being told how 

he went into arrest. I think it was just an assumption that he had went into 

arrest after being restrained because he had restraints on him. I don’t 

remember any officer telling me about what had happened while I was at the 

scene or any discussion between us about what had happened. I mean we 

weren’t at the incident for very long, we were only at the scene for 9 

minutes. 

 

It took us two minutes to get from the scene to the hospital and once there 

we handed him over for treatment.  

 

 

 

 




